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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAIR, UK, FR 
SUBJECT: CONCORDE 

1. IN THE CONSIDERATION OF THE FY 1977 DOT/FAA APPROPRIA- 
TIONS BILL ON THE FLOOR OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
JULY 10. REP. YATES OF ILLINOIS PROPOSED AN AMENDMENT 
WHICH WOULD HAVE PROHIBITED USE OF THESE FUNDS FOR 
AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL TO SSTS NOT MEETING FAR 36, INTENT 
OF WHICH WAS TO BAR CONCORDE FROM LANDING IN THE U.S. 

THE AMENDMENT WAS DEFEATED 196 TO 214. A FACTOR IN 
THE DEBATE WAS THE FOLLOWING LETTER DATED JULY 9, 

1975 FROM THE ACTING SECRETARY. 

2 BEGIN TEXT: DEAR MR. SPEAKER: 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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I AM DEEPLY CONCERNED ABOUT A REPORT THAT DURING HOUSE 
CONSIDERATION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
APPROPRIATIONS BILL, AN AMENDMENT WILL BE OFFERED 
DESIGNED TO PREVENT THE OPERATION OF SUPERSONIC COMMERCIAL 
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AIRCRAFT IN THE UNITED STATES. TO BAN THE CONCORDE 
IN THIS MANNER WOULD IN OUR VIEW HAVE AN ADVERSE EFFECT 
ON IMPORTANT INTERESTS OF THE UNITED STATES I SUPPORT 
THE VIEWS EXPRESSED BY SECRETARY COLEMAN IN HIS LETTER 
OF JULY 7 TO CONGRESSMAN MCFALL, A COPY OF WHICH IS 
ENCLOSED, STATING THAT THE ADMINISTRATIVE PROCESS 
SHOULD BE ALLOWED TO RUN AND THAT IT WOULD NOT BE 
IN OUR BEST INTEREST TO SHUT OFF ARBITRARILY FULL 
CONSIDERATION OF THIS IMPORTANT ISSUE BY THE PROPOSED 
AMENDMENT TO THE DOT APPROPRIATIONS BILL. 

THE ALLEGATIONS THAT WE PROMISED THE BRITISH OR FRENCH 
GOVERNMENTS THAT THE CONCORDE WOULD BE ADMITTED 
TO THE UNITED STATES ARE NOT CORRECT. THEY UNDERSTAND 
THAT THE CONCORDE MUST MEET U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL AND 
OTHER REQUIREMENTS AND CONCORDE IS NOW INVOLVED IN 
ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES PURSUANT TO THE CON GRES S ION ALLY 
MANDATED STANDARDS OF THE NOISE CONTROL ACT OF 1972 
AND THE NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT OF 1969 
TO DETERMINE WHETHER CONCORDE MEETS THESE U.S. REQUIRE- 
MENTS. 

HOWEVER, THE BRITISH AND FRENCH GOVERNMENTS HAVE 
ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS EXPRESSED TO THE UNITED STATES 
GOVERNMENT THEIR CONCERN ABOUT POSSIBLE DISCRIMINATORY 
TREATMENT OF THE CONCORDE. WE HAVE ASSURED THEM 
AT THE HIGHEST LEVELS THAT THE CONCORDE WOULD BE 
TREATED FAIRLY IN ALL ASPECTS OF U.S. GOVERNMENT 
REGULATION. FOR THE CONGRESS TO SUSPEND EXISTING 
PROCEDURES EVEN NOW IN PROGRESS WITHOUT AN ADMINISTRATIVE, 
JUDICIAL, OR CONGRESSIONAL HEARING AND TO BAN THE 
CONCORDE SUMMARILY WOULD CERTAINLY PROVOKE CLAIMS 
ON THE PART OF THE BRITISH AND FRENCH GOVERNMENTS 
THAT THE CONCORDE, A PROJECT IN WHICH THEY HAVE INVESTED 
NEARLY 3 BILLION DOLLARS AND WHICH IS OF ENORMOUS 
SIGNIFICANCE TO THEM, WAS BEING EXCLUDED DISCRIMINATORILY 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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AND CONTRARY TO U.S. TREATY AND OTHER INTERNATIONAL 
OBLIGATIONS. ON THE FACE OF IT, THE THRUST OF THE 
REPORTED AMENDMENT WOULD APPEAR TO BE DISCRIMINATORY 
SINCE IT DENIES CONCORDE THE ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES 
REFERRED TO IN SECRETARY COLEMAN S LETTER. 

A BAN ON CONCORDE OPERATIONS, WITHOUT DUE EXAMINATION 
AND CONSIDERATION, COULD ALSO DO DAMAGE TO THE UNITED 
STATES IMAGE AS A SUPPORTER OF A MORE LIBERAL INTERNA- 
TIONAL TRADE REGIME. THIS IN TURN COULD EFFECT AMERICAN 
AEROSPACE EXPORTS WHICH FOR THE LAST TWO DECADES 
HAVE REPRESENTED THE LARGEST MANUFACTURED COMPONENT 
OF UNITED STATES FOREIGN TRADE FROM TIME TO TIME, 
PROTECTIONIST MOVES HAVE BEEN PROPOSED IN BRITAIN 
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AND FRANCE TO KEEP AMERICAN AIRCRAFT OUT SO THAT 
BRITISH AND FRENCH AIRCRAFT INDUSTRIES COULD BE MAINTAINED 
THE CONTINUED SUPPORT OF FREE TRADE ELEMENTS IN THESE 
COUNTRIES WOULD BE THREATENED SHOULD THE UNITED STATES 
DENY THE CONCORDE ACCESS ON A NON-DISCRIMINATOR Y BASIS. 

I HOPE THAT FOR THE REASONS STATED ABOVE THE PROPOSED 
AMENDMENT WILL NOT BE ADOPTED. 

SINCERELY, 

ROBERT S. INGERSOLL 
ACTING SECRETARY END TEXT. 

AN IDENTICAL LETTER WAS SENT TO MINORITY LEADER, 

REP RHODES; 

3. A LETTER OPPOSING THE AMENDMENT WAS ALSO SENT 

BY THE SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION. COPY BEING POUCHED. 

4. WE UNDERSTAND THAT THE GOVERNMENT ACTIVITIES 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE HOUSE GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS COMMITTEE 
PLANS HEARINGS JULY 24 TO CONSIDER WHAT USG COMMITMENTS 
HAVE BEEN MADE IN RESPECT TO ENTRY OF CONCORDE 

ANOTHER HEARING ON CONCORDE IS EXPECTED IN SEPTEMBER, 

THIS TIME BY THE AVIATION SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE HOUSE 
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE. INGERSOLL 
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« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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